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BECRET.

NOTES.

POLITICAL—A., OCTOBER 1910.
Nos. 144—164.

ACTION UNDER THE NEWSPAFPERS (INCITEMENTS TO OFFENCEE) ACT,
VII OF 1908, AGAINST THE PRESS AT WHICH THE PALL/CHITRA

WAS PRINTED.

PROSECUTION UNDER SECTIONS 124 A AND 163 A, INDIAN PENAL
CODE, OF THE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLISHING A SEDI-
TIOUS ARTICLE IN THE PALLICHITRA PAPER.

Lerrer rroM THE GovEsNueyT oF Drweai, wo. 2243-F. D., parep vEE 15t Ocrorse 1902. Pro, No. 144.

‘What is the circolation of this paper? Are exbracts from it given in the Bengal
seloctions ¥
H. A. Srvasr,—E20-10-09.

The Pallichitra does not appear in the list of pers. Tha eirenlation therefore can-
not ba told. No articles from it are alao treeable in the eeleetions.  Beogal etates that it is
arguvable whether it iv o pewspaper.

Since the Government recommend action being taken under the Newspapers
Macitements to ces) Aet we may sanchion ths proposal. A drafi iB
below. Secretary of State will be informed s soon as we hear that aﬁintiun has been made
to the Magistrate for confiscation of the press and $hat prosecotion been atarisd waoder
sections 124 A and 163 A. Hiz Excellency snd Director, Criminal Intelligence, may see.

A, L.,—22-10-09.

Nothing appears fo have been heard of thin paper before. i
The officiating Advocate-General has given the upinivn that the paper, or at least the iseme
in which the objectionable poam appeared, ia & newepaper within the meaning of the At
Sanction may be given.
H. C. Woopuar, —22.10-00.

T think we mouost ask for informstiof sbout {his publication snd suggest that if it has
ouly an ipsuflicient circulation or if there is any doubt of ils being a aswspaper it 15 inexpedient
ko take action against it.

H. A. Srvaer,—23-10-09.

Certainly. It woald be most unwise o nse the Act of 1008 indiscriminafely.

H. H. B[wuer],—23-10-00.

Lyrrex to tHE Govemsumwr o Brsaal, mo. 1573, oarer tee 25tE Ocropms 1909.  prs Ho. 145,
Lrm vaow mrx Govesxumiy (o Bnaufmr;n. £445-P.D., DavED vEN 6rm Noveumm: Pra. No. 146.

Submitted. 'We may sanction tha proposal to take setion nnder Aet VII of 1908.
W. H. L,—10-11-09.

Str ong reasons are given in paragraph 8 of Bangal's letter in favour of action under Act
VIL. The ecircalation is not insignificant for a published in a Fmall mofasail town and
the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 makea it clear that the Paliichiira is a newspaper.

23 H.D.
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Bengal press strongly for mnetion to proceed ander Act VII, which may he given.
H. C, Wooomaw,—11-11-08,

H. A. Stoaxr,— 24-11-09.
Hi Hi Rilﬂﬂﬂ,—-?—lﬂ-ﬂg.

Draft Jotter sanctionin proesedings is placed below. After issme Director, Criminal
igence, nndthmﬂuiloeﬂmy MAy poe.

A L,—T7-12-08.
H. C. Woonuax,—7-1209.

Pro. No. 147. Lerree 10 tae GoveewueNTt or Bewear, wo. 1771, patep tHE 8te Drcexere 1909
Director, Criminal Intelligence.

Seen and refurnod with thanks.

Home Department.,

The case may now be marired to His Excellency.
A L.,—9-12-00.

Must we not inforin Tndis Ofica?

4. C. Kez,~—0-12-09.

H. C. Woormax,—8-12-08.

Pleace sce patagraph 2 of onr letfer to Bengal, no. 1771, dated Bth December 1900,
sanctiching proceedinga. As soon as uhﬂrthul@phmhonhuhmmﬂuhtha ]H:.gm-
trate, the Ssorvtary of Skate will be informed by wire, This is acording to precedent, all
provioua cases having baen dealt with in this manner.

A L,—10-12-08.
H. C. Woopuax,—10-12-09,

H. A. Sruanr,—13-12.09.
M[mxro],—E22-12-00.

Fro. No. 148. Lerrew vaon vun Govermuxsr o¢ Bwwoar, wo. 8021-P., paren ron 2280 Decnmaz 1909.
Por information. A drft telegrss to the Seerstary of State is placed below.

A L.,~—27-13-09.
The telegram may s
H. C. Woonman,—27-12-08,
H. A. Sivagr,—3-1.10.
2 H. H. B[mney],—-1-10.
Wo. 149. Ter®craiu 10 TUX SEORETARY OF STuTR, ¥o. 17, DATED THE 41E Jawuany 1909,
Please ece the extract from the Fﬂjuh:f Wemsy ask ﬁgﬂl matrm?;m
Fooﬂeﬂ]!lg! o Ly A,
Fiia sl yugies. Indian Penal Code, in order that the Secretary of
Sinte may be informed.
A, L,—28-1-10.

H. C. Woonmwan,—25-1-10.

Pro. No. 150. Lzrre vo yux Govenwumwr o¥ Brwaal, 50, 173, pamep vus 28ra Jawvamy 1910.

Liwrrea ymox rER GovEsmuoawy or Bewcar, ®o. §555-F., parep ram 3ep Feanuaer 10100

For informatior. E!hmnmnmdhmhth&&mhqnfﬂhﬁamﬂ the informms-
tion promised in parsgraph 2 of the Bengal letter has been recaived. The authenticated copy

Pro. No. 1561.
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of the jndgment referred to in paragraph 1 may be sent to the India Offics, when received by
Sacretary’s letter. ]

A. L,—4-2-10.
H. C. Woonmsr,—5-2-10.

The newspapers report the result of the nton institoted onder sections 124 A and
53 A apgainst the editor and prioter of the Palle=

T aupeiciol bopert chitra newspaper. We have received mo official
report from Bengal yet and may ask for one. Draff submutted.
-ﬁ-l In,-%ﬂ-ln.

The case is of no great importanes and Secretary of State 1 not likely to for an
early report. It in undesirable to worry loeal Governments nonecessarily with constant
reminders,

.H.l c- wmm,—%z'l ﬂl

Lerren reow tRE GovERWMENT oF Bexaal, wo. 1187-F,, pareo vem 2xp Mazcn 1910. Pro No. 152.

‘We may send a copy of this letter and enclosnre to the Secretary of State for information
and ll!]ﬂfélﬂ Bengal letter of 156th October 1900 and enclesures. The latter ghows why
the prosecotion under sections 124 A and 153 A, Indian Penal Code, was instituted. Drpft for
approval. After imue Director, Criminal Intelliganes, may see.

A L. —5-3-10.
H. . Woooxas,—6-3-10.
H. A Srusmr,—0-3-10,
H. Alpimser],—¥-3-10.
Lerree 1o vEm Ixpra Orpice, ¥o. 389, pamep raz 10Ty Muncm 1910. Pro. Ho. 153.

Director, Criminal Intelligence.

Seen and refwrned with thaoks,
Home Department,

7. C. Kmn,=16-3-10.

Lerrez rpox von Goverwmser or Bawoal, wo. 1502-P., parsp yuw 16ra Mason 1910. Pro, No, 154.

Bubmitted for information. This need nod be sent o the Sec of Jtate,

A, L, ~19-3-H.
H. C. Woonaan,~£1-3-14.

H. A Srvawr,—28-3-10.

28210,
: it ) H. A[naspox],—~

Seen and returned wikh thenks.

Home Department.

A. B. Baewanp,—5-4-10,

Lerns yeox THE ‘Soviamany or Tanasl, #0. 1769-F., oamn wus 30rm Mazon 1910, Ppe No. 155,

mh-mnhm.h s rector, m'lw may soe this judgmeot Ii seems
A L.—19-410.
H. C. Woopsman,—20-4-10.
H. A Broasr,—20-4-10.
Director, Criminal Intellipence,

A



Seen snd retorned with thanks.
Home Department.

C. BR. Crzverinn,—26-4-10.

Pro. No. 158, Larrer yeom e Goverwuest or Bawgar, ¥o. 184-P, I}, paren rEe 22xp Armrc 1910,

Fro No. 157.

Pra. No. 158.

Fro. No. 159

Pro. No. 160.

Wea may report this to the India Office. Draft submitted. After issne Director, Criminal
Intelligence, may see

A, L,,—25-4-10.
H. C. Wooomax,—28-4-10.

H. A. Sroaer,—28-4-10.

,Lerrkz To tER [vpoi Orrice, ¥o. 482, paTER THE 26TH Armin 1910,

Director, Criminal Intelligance.
Noted and retarned with thanks.
Home Department,

Lerree ruoM tae Govensuzsr of Besgar, wo, 612-P. D., pateo taE 4rE Mar 1910.
For information. Director, Criminal Intelligence, may ses.
@ P.,—11-5-10.

C. R. Creverawp,—5-B-10,

H. C. Woopmaw,—12-5-10.

A, Einiz—14%56-10,
Director, Criminal Intelligencs.

Seen and retgmed with thanka

Home Departmant.
LErTER PeoM THE GOvVERXMENT oF BExGar, mo. 3848-F., paTep THs 10tE Acovsr 1810,

The convichion of Nogendm Nath Chaodra, suther of a seditions poem which appeared
in the Palléchitra, and the sevtevee of two wyears’ rigorous imprisonment passed on him
have been eet agide by the High Court. The onder forfoiture of the Pallickiira Press
has also bern seb aside ¢ may make a repart to the Secretary of State as in the draft
telegram below. After issne Dhrector, Criminal Tntelligence, may see.

The judgment in the ease of Nogendra Nath Chandra is important in that it Isys down
untﬁngthn{:ifthtnmnufl.sarmna at the foot of & posm (and this will apply to
an article too) it is no evidence o£ sathorship, withont affirmative evidence to show
that the defendant guthorised the placing of bis name thers as aothor. In the ease of
Ambindo Ghose the Government nngemg-.l.l wure fortunately able to Leircum-
stantial evidence that he wrote the article which was printed in the Karmayogiw and the
Advocate-General advised that there was ample evidence to justify proseculion.

A, L. —23-8-10,
Wﬂmaﬁ ; by letter, not by telegram, ss the ease i3 not likely to aftract munch
intereet in England,
H. C., Woopmax,—23-8-10,
A FEainrp-=-23-3-10,

C. R. CieverLanp,—18-5-10,

Diruft submitted,

A, L.,~-24-B-10.
H. C. Woopmay,~ 24-8-10.

Lerree vo T Impia Oprice, ¥o. 810, paven tee 25re Avavsy 1910.

Diractor, Criminal Intellipence,

Seen and returned with thanks,

Home Depariment.

C. B. CrevELawD,—30-8-10.
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Lerras vrow tEm Govenmumw? or Bmecir, wo. 3653-P., puvep vm3 3073 Avsrer 1910. Ppo Ne. 161

This may be forwarded o the Indis Offce in continnation of tha Home Department
h%hrufiﬁthiugutlﬂlﬂ-
Dratt snbmitted for approval, After issne Direstor, Criminal Intalligence, may see.

0. C. 8.,—3-8-10.
H. C. WoopMan,==f-9=10,

A. Eapre=F-3-10.
Lerree vo TEm Ixpra Orrce, xo. 878, narsp vae Ste Spereusee 1010. Ppa No. 162.

Direotor, Criminal Intelligence.
Been and retwned with thanks
Home Department.,

C. B. CizveLawp,~12-0-10.

LeTrse yRom TEE GOVERNMENT OF Bmmlm 2982.P. D, viven 7am Rérm Szpraxems Pro Ne. 1683.

Tl:uu ents may be sent to the India Offips, Draft suhmitted. After issns Direotor,

telligenocs, muy see,
A L.,—‘l-ll.‘n-lu
H. C. WoonMax,—i=10-10.
4. Esnxn—_i-10-10.
Lerras 10 788 Inpia Owrmor, wo. 026, natep TEB GrE Ocropex 1910, FPro. Ho. 164

Been and retorped with thanlo,
C. B. Cravxrawp,—11-10-10,

Home Dyepartment.

2336 H. D —Poll =Ldd-164=0ct
H-'Li- 'El E'
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PROCEEDINGS OF THAE
HOME DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 19010.

Aption aguinat the proes 8t wkich the FPallichitra was printed. [ Pro, No. 144

ACTION TNDEE THE NEWEBPAPERS (INCITEMENTE TO OFFENCES) ACT,
VIL OF 1908, AGAINET THE FRESE AT WHICH THE PALLICHITEA WAS
FRINTED.

FROBECTTION TNWDER SECTIONS 124 A AND 153 A, INDIAN PENAL CODE, OF
THE PEESCNS EESPONBIBLE FOR PUBLIBHING A BEDITIOUS ARTICLE

1N THE FALLICHITRKA PAPER.

No. 2243-P. D., dated the 15th October 1908, Ko, 144.

From—P. W, Dvxe, Esq., L.C.8., Chicf SBeeretary to the Governmont of Bengal,
To—The Secretary to the Government of Inf#ia, Home Department.
With reference to your telegram no. 118 (Political), dated the 8th June
Poll. A Tuns 1008, wou, 3-8 1908, I am directed to submit for the
— : orders of the Government of India the

following proposal for the forfeitnre, under the Newspapers (Incitements to
Offences) Act, VII of 1908, of the press al which the Pallichitra, a vernacular

periodical is Pl:'mtfﬂ

2. The Pallickitra is a vernacular Bengali monthly which is printed and

¥uh115heﬂ at the Pallichitra machine press at rhat in the Khulna district.
n the issme for June-July 1908, there appeared, among other articles, a poem
entitled *“ Come O mother Queen of the Village” and an article entitled
“ Hunting® Translations of the yoem and article are enclosed. The Law
Officers of this Gouvernment have advised thal the poem is indictable under
- section 124 A of the Indian Tenal Code, and the article under section 168 A
of the Indian Penal Code, and that the poem is an incilement to violence
within the meaning of section 8 {1) of Aet VIIT of 1908, such as to render the
Press lisble to seizure under that Act. Upon this the question arose whether

the Pallickilra was & newspaper within the meaning of that Act.

3. Under section 2 (1)(3) of the Act 2 periodical is a newspaper if it
contains public news or comments on public news. With a view to ascertaining
how far this condition was fulfilled, several isues of the Pallickiéra were
examined and the following articles, which were found in it, were laid before

— ihe Advocate-General.

The Jail experiences of Bejoy Lal Nag......... Issue for May-June 1908,
Holy News.......cuse. Issue for May-June 1008,

The Khulng District Conference.—Issue for June-July 1909,

Copies of these artiries are enclosed. The Advocate-General has given it as
his opinion that as the issue of the Pallichitra for June-July 1908, in which the
oh;;actmnable poem nplgmm, contained also an article *The Khulna District

Conference,” that issue is & within the meaning of Act VII of
1808. i of the na the Legal Remembrancer and of the

Advoca eral, Be are enclosed.

Br g 4, The Lientenant-Governor considers that the poem and articles referred

“""t0 above are of an inflammatory character, andhepmpuues that sction should be
taken in the first instance for forfeiture of the Pallichitra press under the
Newspapers (Incitements to Offences) Act, 1908. 1 am to request that the
Government of India may be pleased to accord sanction to the action proposed
by this Government.

5. In this connection I am to state that as the question of whether the
Pallichitra iz 8 newspaper is arguable, His Honour proposes also to prefer
charges nnder sections 124 A and 153 A of the Indian Penal Code agninst the
persons responsible for the making and publication of the poem and article in

2326 1. D.—Poll.—144-164—0ct,

<



PROCE»DINGS OF THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 1910.

Pro. No. 144 ] Action against ithe press st which the Pallichétra waa printed.

ion, so that, if the action taken under the Newspapers (Incitements to
ences) Act, 1908, should prove unsuccessful the case co u]‘:l etill be proceeded
with under the Indian Penal Code,

Tho Pallichifra for Asarh 1316 (June-July 1909) has the following poem contributed by
Nagendra Nath Chandra, who styles himeslf 24 ssnlan or son.

I.
Coma O Mother Queen of the Fillage.
o By ]Wﬂm Quea  The whole day is about to expire,

Ln;_‘? Gl Come O Mother Queen of the Village;
Let thy sons listening to (thy) sweet words
stand up dancing carrying off the crown of

victory from the head of (their) enemiesin
the struggle for existence,
In order to deck thee out as an Empress,
I have offered up my life.
3. Tha enemies may be the evil propensi- At the same time when throogh ignorance and

of tholuman nstuer or buman entmies. temptation, and persecution by enemies,'™

ties
2 st ﬁﬂlﬂ?.ﬂmi the golden seat was lost, we did "not unders

hhhmthhm-nu.uhmgmum stand, did nol see, realising it in the heart.
"’“E":““" el Now thy sweet call comes, filling (all) Indis,
I soe thee in a new light at the door of the
terple of my heart.

B. Name of the flower which is suppased [Jnder the weight of the demon’s tread, there
i . are no parijat” flowers in Nandan (Indra's
' garden of paradise).

Indra’s wife in paradise in the garb of a begpar
wornan lies sick unto death (24, dead unto
the vitals).

Thoee herces who are immortal, seeing these
things before them, remain with eyes shut in
shame and disgnst, like mwnrda.

I do not know when the band of Gods will fire
up like the worldly destroying flame, for the
gke of htim Iuth?rthth; Native wl:ﬁl.d, lt-u

stroy the power of the demons,— rely-
ing on their own h and seizing their
own weapons, re-establish heavenly dominion,
4 The word tarpan (from the root trip making an offering of blood. The six
:Lvluﬂl by offering of waler to  epemies coming into my heart like demo
e sl i git (waitinz) at the door of the temple of my
heart in order to make (me) sink in sin.
Fiz, the six évil propemsities, desis, (Dut) hss he anything to fear who has a
ﬂﬂﬁr?wmglﬂm pride azd envy. mother who prants emancipation, on plac-
ing whom in the heart, bondage beats a
retreat ?
So long, deceived by enemies, and op

by ipnorance, I was in a state of forgetful-
ness.

~
f
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PROCEEDIFGS OF THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 1910.

Aotion agninst the press at which the Fallichkiirs was printed [ Pro. Wo. 144

—— — ez

Thou, O Mother, having come and not hav-

ing won my heart, yon went away neglected
h the influence of that sin, the smart-

ing of this bondage burns in my heart.

Perbaps it has been on seeing that, that thou
hast called me to destroy the spell of ignor-
ance.

Receiving a new life on hearing the blessing
in the shape of a Jull

I have come with my heart and & sacrifice to
be offered up at thy worship

I have brought my heart to place thee upon it.

Come to the seat of my heart, to the mixture
of blood.

Come O Mother. Queen of the village.

The Pallichilra for Asach 1318 {Ju.na-.lu%r& 1808) has the following article written by the
iter.

Sikar {Husrmie).

The same issue of fhe same paper contains a story lLeaded * Bikar'
{Eﬂnﬁnﬁ]]],] written by the editor. Bhudevs, a young zamindar, had shot a
igeon while huniing along the banks of 8 river. The incident produced a
guep impression on the mind of a sensitive girl, Gauri, who uttered imprecations
on the * miscreant ' who, as luck would have it, became afterwards her beloved
husband., Gauri now became fearful lest her curse should come down upon
Bhudeva, and the couple then resolved to proceed to Benares to expiate the sin
there. On their way they came across s spot where they heard the sound of &
rifle shot, and reaching the place of occurrence, they beheld a European stand-
ing by the side of a native woman and offering a hundred rupee note to her by
way of compensation for killing her little boy who lay dead by her. Beeing
the conple arrive on the scene, the European took to his heels, The sight
— gaunsed the tle Gauri to fall inte s swoon, while Bhudeva was trying to
nt the ved mother from committing smicide. When Gauri came
to her senses, she asked what the aflair was. * Bhodeva said in an
excited voioe, * This affair is not & new one It is what is hﬂ-[l[ﬂﬂ.l‘.lﬁmﬂﬂrj
moment. The lives of the unfortunate poor natives are being in this way
destroyed like those of dogs and jackals at the hands of the foreignem
St by e i B s by e
tyranny o strange i am going
for killing & pigeon, these men do mot think it s &in to commit a
undred murders.’ uri said in an excited yoice, “ Is there no remedy for
Jg}m'” Bhudeva—* What remedy is there? 'We are in subjection, nd on
\\___ e favour of those Buropeans, and are looked aupon by them as and
jockals. What power have we to make remedies 7’
Hearing this, {the mother who was overcome with grief for herson, chang-
ing her tone of lamentfation said, * What did you eay? I see a gun in your
hands, and it seems you have strength in body. B8ee here, he has shot
your brother in the breast. "Will you not be able to revenge the wrong? "
Reiterating the same words, Gauri said, “True indeed, yor can kill a
harmless pigeon with a gun and you won’t be ableto take revenge on the
t who has killed your brother ? Then why all those things? Come, let
- us go back to our counfry. There is no need of going to Benares to expiate our
gin there. The gloom of my mind has pussed away. An expialion nﬂElerthan

I/
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PROCKEDINGS OF THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 1910.

Pro. No. 144] Astion sgeinst the proms at which the Pollichitra was printed.

thia has to be done. Efforts ought to be made to save the lives of our brothers
and sisters from the outrage of such monsters.”

Bhudeva remained silent for a while. Then he said in a firm voice,
* That is true, 1 make this solemn promise to-day before this mother overcome
with grief for her son, and standing by the side of ;ny beloved wife, that
I offer my everything to prevent such oppression of my country.”

Tue Jain exrentEdcmE or Shivay Buar Lat Naa,

. Sriman Bijay Lal Nag of Basabati was made an accused in the Iate bomb
case and kept under confinement. By the blessing of God he has been proved
innocent and discharged and ratumedy home. We are very glad to see him.
Bijay Lal is a boy only 17 or 18. "We saw him before and we se¢ him now,
but there is a great difference belween Bijay of those days and the' Bijay of
these days. The unroly and immature boy is now sober, staid and tﬁ?w, like
pure gold tried in fire. This is the result of long association with t" ascetic
of sction and incarnation of a God Arabindo Babu. We strictly recount
Sriman Bijay Lal's prolonged jail experiences as related by him :— %

“ Thirteen of us were arrested in the Muraripukur garden. Filty mem

of the Town Police, ten Sergeants, two Bengali detectives and Inspector ~ -

Frizzoni (7) arrested us asleep at 4 o’clock. They first bound our bands and gave
vs o little thrashing. Tt was the Bengali deteetives that gave the thrashing,
Excepting Barin Babu they took twelve of usto the Lalbazar thana. "When they
had taken us there they made all of us sit on two blankets (all) day and night,
During the whole day they gave only two pice worth of sweetmeats to each.
The next day they took out seven of us from there. On the third day they took
us first before the Commissioner and then before the Magistrate. There they
gave us 4 pice worth of sweetmeats at midday and rice in the hajut at night,
Kanjilal, Ullaskar and myself were together in the same cell We passed a
month and a half in this state. After a while they gave ns books to read,
They gave us “ lupsi” in the morning and rice, del and & curry of grasses at
10 ax and 4 .M *Lupeis” are of three kinds—unmixed riee, rice 2nd dal
boiled together and a pudding of rice and molases. There was a portion of
gravel, hair and earth mixed. It was coarss rice and there were gravel and
earth mixed with it. Ouwrry and grasses, that is to say, thorny herbs, durra
grass and various sorts of refuse. The rice and curry that we got were not a5 a
rule sufficient to ;ﬁgeasa hunger. They gave us half bucketful of water in the
morning. That to serve for washing plates and enps, washing the face and
answering calls of nature. The privy was within the cell. 'The cell was 8 cubits
long and 3 eunlits broad. One side of the cell were two baskets, which consti-
tuted the privy. The privy was cleaned in the morning and in the afternoon.
Close to it was the place to sit and lie on. At the time of bathing I:ha-{ would
give us a bucketful of water. That had fo serve every purpose of bathing,
washing clothes, rinsing the mouth, washing plates and cups. They used to
give us three blankets to lie upon.

‘* After a month and a half they removed us to “ digri’ No. 6. It consisted
of three rooms. The room in which 1 waa was also occupied by Arabindo Babu,
The arrangements for meals were as before. I passed 15 days in this
way. The day Noren Gosain turned approver we were removed to a large hall,
All of us t Noren Gosain used to remain there. 'The arrangements for
meals here also were as before. At the time Noren Gosain was murdered
I was ill and in hospital,

“ From that day they keBI: me by myself ina cell. I was not allowed to
see or to speak to anybody. Booksand clotlies were all taken away. I had

'Ih.LFF__
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two pieces of cloth and one napkin with me. Food used to come from outside,
the arrangements being the same as before. I felt no kind of pain, I would
not think even of the event of the case. I was prepared to take whatever
would betide. I used to go every day to Court. sy used to handeuff us,
It was forbidden tosit in the Court. I could not remain standing whole day
and used to sit down.

“ The day we were released Barrister Mr. C. B. Das sent us home at his
own expense,”

Pallichitrs for May-June 1906,

Horr News,

There was & great scarcity of water in Bajil in the Faridpore district.
The villagers suffered greatly from scarcity 61‘. E::;m in consequence of the
village tanks drying up by reason of the prolonged drought of thia year, This
awakened pity in the hearts of the villagze of tender years. Boys belong-
ing to respectable families gird up their loins to remove the scarcity of water
in the village. A genuine public spirit was aronsed in their hearts. Neither
want of money nor that of sirength could hinder them from doing what they
had resolved upon, These boys helonging to respeciable families commenced
digging a tank with spades in their hands and baskeis on their heads, ‘Where
there is earnest zeal all weakness vanishes, The feeble strength of the com-
bined boys overcame all obstacles and little by little a large tank was excavated
nuntainini a supply of good drinking water. "What a holy sight it was! that
of those boys digzing eerth and carrying it on their heads with smiling
faces! in the intense heat of smmmer. e action of the Bajitpore boys has
been quite in keeping with the ofice of volunteer that they have taken upon
themselves. They have endeared themselves for ever to everybody in the

illage, gentle and simple. The world will not be captivated by your taking
the office of volunteer simply to add to the ce of processions hjr having
pugrees on your head and lathis in the The world is captivated by
work and not by show.

2. The village hoys of Kut.gipurﬁ sub-division in the Faridpore district
have by working unitedly repai the loeal village roads. They are for the
most part Brahmin boys. They have all worked at road-making with
spades’in their hands. In this way 4 or 5 new roads have beon consiructed
in the village of Unasia. The miseries of villages are likely to be at an end
ounly when such unions of holy-minded boys sre formed in every village.

Tramslation of am article in the Pallichitta of dskar 1316 B.3, (June-duly 1309).
Tee Krvixi Disraier CosFERERCE.

The third sitting of the Khulna District Conference was beld in Bagerhat
on the th and Ashar and pased off with great eclat. Srijut Gispati
Kabyatirtha came down from Caleutta as the President. Maulvi Bux
and a good songster of the Bhowanipore Sebak S8amproday having been present
in the meeting charmed the andience with a fassinating speech and a song.
Police officers on both the days witnessed the proceedings of the meeting and
took down the substance of the speeches. The Sub-Divisional officer himself
was invited and joined in the meeting.

On seeing such a great ration in Bagerhat for the worship of the
Mother, after a lnnE time, many a hope has arisen in the heart; on hearing the
* loud and terrific shouts of Bande Mataram " after such a long time, it seems, as
if a new resnscitating stream of nectar has been sprinkled over the mind. On
seeing the hearty enthusiasm of the inhabitants of Khulna in this work, it
really appearced that the SBwadeshi agitation in Bengal had not diminished and

2526 H. D —Poll—144-164—0ct.,
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would not diminish. Tt had been raining continvouvsly from the day
preceding the day of the conference, but in spite of that there were a number of
educated and patriotic delegates and volunteers from Batkhira who came to
attend the meeting through the distant and difficult paths of that place.
There came also many delegates from Khulna Sudder. The inclement weather
could not keep away the patriots who love their motherland as their own dear
life, in lethargy arising out of despondency.

On the second day when the proceedings of the conference were going on,
it began to rain cats and dogs ; but no one in the meeting was moved thersby.
Many of them were drenched from head to fool by sirong gusts of wind and
rain but none left the pandal in despair. About two thousand people
assembled in this meeting and it was noticed that everyone's face bore clear
marks of undaunted enthusiasm. The whole multitute of le who attended
the meeting were, as it were, charmed by the powerful apﬂenﬁ? the President—
Brijut ﬂjTﬁ Babn, and the simple and sweet expressions of Maulvi Dedar
Bux brought drops of tears on every eye.

The untiring toil and care which the members of the Reception Committee
and the Volunteers took in this eacred Matri Jajna (Worship of the Mother),
is highly praiseworthy. It has passed all imagination that the preparations
were mlninely done st such a short ﬂﬂféﬁ 'I;tﬁa.t this Matr: Jajns m;mmbai{i
8o micely in all respects, was mainly to the hearty co-operation of the ol
Eopu]nr{mdar Srijut Devibar Chatterjee and wise patriots like Srijut Srish

handra Mukherjee.

W think it our bounden duty to inform the readers of the Pallickitra
of another piece of sacred mews. The reverend old pleader Brijut Devibar
Chatterjee has been the Manger of the Bagerhat Loan Office since a long time.
The members of the Loan Office in recognition of his long and meritorious
services, as also for the great improvementa of the Company under him, offered
him a reward of 2200, and Devi Babu has made a donation of that sum to the
Conference Fund, to be spent in the service of the country. The leadership of
the country by Devi Babu is well-deserved. It i for this that the people of
Bagerhat—men and women—are all prosirated to his feef in reverence.

Covnreiss swp CoNTINENTS AZE BLIVES To TR FoR BEELD.®

One line of the which was in the form of an ovation to the
motherland, red the heart through the ears. * Countries and
continents are thy slaves for bread "' —we have never heard of such 3 song of
worship so full of real truth. It is nota poet’s imagination, nor is it a figure
of speech, but it is an infallible truth—a mathematical conclusion which may
be eeen and experimented on. It is quite true that countries and continents
are slaves to our country for bread. Even in this most miserable condition of
this country, hun of other countries are obfaining their means of
subsistence from our motherland. Why should we then remain so low? We,
whose mother is the Queen of the Queens, at whose door await countries and
continents in supplica attitude for bread, with whose gifts of riches
millions of kings consider themselves fortunate—we are children of that mother
—-why should we remain so low? True it is that men and women of the
whole world are slaves to our Mother. They are not slaves in any other sense,
not servants for wages, bound by any authority or under subjugation by
reason of oppression—they have acknowledged for the sake of subsis-
tence. Why are not our hearts filled with this glory of ocur mother? Being
children of such a t mother, we do not hesitale to serve at the feet of
others for the sake of bread | These clouds of the month of Ashar are pouring

® The song n question is & compesition of one Benl Madbay Gasgull

A
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in streams of nectar on the breast of our mother—they will produce nectar—
will soothe the pangs of hunger of conntries and continents, that be so, why
is it that it does not soothe our pangs of hunger? The picture of the great
Queen-Mother which we have been able to perceive in our hearts on hearing the
paasage of the song in that temple of worship of the Mother and the unbounded
glory of the Mother which has filled our imaginative hearts—if these feeli
continue to stay in the hearts of all even for ten days, then we think, the
strength of the whole world would be as nothing in comparison to that of
ours.

Yes. The writings referred fo in paragraphs 3 and 4 are both clearly
indictable.

The poem referred to in paragrmph 3 can certainly be treated as incitement

to violenoe and the press seized under the
lamome that the Pallickisra i » .&.ctuu{m 1908.° In the prosecution under pthhnt
e, otighd o etk e ' Act writing referred to in paragraph 4
Gl T should be referred to in order to show the tone
of the paper,

The writing referred min]nngr:ﬁ]; 3 is slso indictable under section
124 A, Indian Penal Code, and t in paragraph 4 wunder section
168 A,

We have found the proceedings under the Act of 1908 the most
effective,

E P. CHAPMAN,
Legal Bemembrancer,
Tie 23rd Awguai 1909

Poem in Pallichifra—Come Oh Mother Quaen of the village.

OrIEION.
I.lﬂuwiﬁlthaﬂun'hh the Logal Eemembrancer that this poem is
indictabls ; in my opinion both under Act VII of 1908 and the Indian Penal
Code, section 124 A.

Assuming that the pamphlet is & sewspaper as defined by section 2 (B),

Act VEL 1008, I am of opini prosecation would be more ap
mmwaﬂ,?mmmmmmmnﬁ
another writing—a ealled Bikar and persphrased in 4
in the eximel from the Librarian's mvi&wd]ﬂme
axpress 00 opinion on this as I find no translation in the file.
W. GREGORY,
Adovcate-General.

The 21t Septomber 1509.
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I submit Advocate-General’s opinion.
I understand that the Bengali Translator was only asked to translate
the poem *‘Come O Mother' ; and from
* (His note ia oot snt) Mr. Chapman’s note* of 28th Aungust,
that it is in contemplation to take pro-
ceedings first in respect of that poem.
Advocate-General desires me to drmaw attention to the fact that

proceedings under Act VII of 1908 are conditional on the pamphlet
being a newspaper as defined in that

(Hin note is nok eant) Act. The definition is a fairly wide one

and I am inclined to agree with Mr. Daly

on the eubject. But it might be well to examine a few other issues of

the periodical fo see how far it goes in the direction of giving public news
or comments on public news,

T. W. RICHARDSON,
Legal Bemembrancer.

The 2{nt Seplember 1900,

Pallickitra.
Op1¥ION.

I understand this magazine is 8 monthly one and that the poem * Come
Oh Mother Queen of the village ™ is published in & number containing the
article on the Barisal Conference. If this ia correct, I am of opinion
ﬁ: the issue in question is & newspaper within the definition of the

W. GREGORY,

Advocate-General.
The 81k Oeiober 1908,

No. 145, No. 1578, dated the 25th October 1909,

From—H. C. Wooouss, Esq., Additional Depaty Secretary to the Government of
India, Home Department,

To—The Chief Seeretary o the Government of Bengal.

, I am directed to reply to your letter no. 2243-P, D., dated the 15th
October 1908, in which you submit for the orders of the Government of India
to take action wnder the Newspapers (Incifement to Offences)

a
Act, %E of 1908, against a vernacular periodical entitled the Pallichitra.

2. No information is available to the Government of India regarding this
periodical, which is not referred to in your annual report on the Indian-
owned n pers published in Bengal and from which no extracts have been
noticed in the weekly selections. The extent to which this paper is circulated
is not mentioned in your letter, and I am therefore to ask that the Government
of India may be favoured with further information about this periodical. T am
however desired to suzgest for the consideration of His Honour the Lieutenant-
Governor whether, in view of the inadvisability of an indiscriminate use of
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Act VII of 1908, the doubt which existe on the question whether the Palli-
chifra is & newspaper and the probable insignificance of its circulation are not
circumstances which may tend to render proceedings under the Newspapers
Act in this instance inexpedient.

No. 24315-P.D,, dated the 8th November 1509, Fo. 146.

From—F. W. Dues, Eeg., L.C.8., Chief Becrstary to the UJovernment of Bangal,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

I am directed to refer to Mr. Woodman's letter no. 1578 (Political), dated
the 25th October 1909, concerning the proposal of the Government of B
to take action under ihe Newspapers {Incitements to Offences) Act, VII of
1908, against & vernacular periodical entitled the Pallichitra. It is stated
that the Government of Tndia bave no information about this paper, which is
not mentioned in the annual report on the Indian owned newa}mtpam published
in Bengal, and they ask for particulars concerning it. Finally it is s
that in view of the inadvisability of an indiscriminate use of Acl VII of 1908,
the doubt which exists on the question whether the Pallickifra is a ne :
and the probable insignificance of its cirenlation, are circumstances which tend
to render proceedings under the Newspaper Act in this instance inexpedient,

2. In reply, T am to refer to paragraph 2 of my letter no. 2243-P. D., of
the 15th October 1909, in which it was stated that the paper was published at
Bagerhat in Khuloa. The reason why it was not mentioned in the report to
which reference iz made is that hitherto it had always been trested asa
magazine and not as a newspaper. Magazines are reviewed month by month,
by the Bengal Librarian, who forwards a copy of such extracts from them as
he considers worthy of perusal to the Special Branch. For some time past
extracts from the Pallichitra have been appearing in this review and its usual
political tone has been described as objectionable. 1t was only when the
violence of its articles led to a careful examination that it was found to be as
much a newspaper as a literary magazine. In fact, since my former applica-
tion was made, it has been discovered that at the declaration made by the
owners of the paper before the Sub-Divisionsal officer of Bagerhat in 1007, it
was described not as a magazine but as a “ monthly paper ™ and there is reason
to expect that the courts will hold it to be a newspaper.

3. tisa small town, the head-quarters of a sub-division in a
district which, it is notorious, is one of the least well affected in Bengal. The
Pallichitra has, it is true, a ciroulation of only 500, but this is relatively large
for a local journal in a small conniry town. The spread of seditious writing is
likely to be even more mischievons in small places in the mufassal than in the
capital, for in proportion as the l;aople are less educated and more sim
minded, they are more inclined to take it seriously and they have not the

ience and knowledge which would enable them to estimate it at its true
m The Lieutenant-Governor is therefore disposed to think that action
should be taken against such writing in the mufassal at least as promptly and
firmly as in the case of papers puhlished at the capital.

4. Action under Act VII of 1808 was proposed in this case because it has
been found to be the most effective, as it touches the pockets of the pron.oters,
who probably produce such stuff as much for profit as from convietion. For
this reason His Honour desires to adhere to his urﬁnma.l proposal. In Bengal,
at least, the use of this Act has been far from in iminate. Sincethe Aect
waa passed, only four prosecutions have been instituted under it, namely, those
arainst the Bande Mataram, Sandhya, Sonar Bharat and Probhat, all of whicn
have been successful. Considering the temper of the vernacular press in

T3 H. D —=1ull—=144-164—0ctr.
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Bengal and the amount of writing which is just on the border line of sedition,
His Honour ventures to think that recourse to the provisions of Act VII of
1908 has been both cautious and sparing. Government incurs no appreciable
risk of loss of prestige should the question as to whether the magazine is

technically a n per go against if, since the alternative prosecution nnder
section 124 A, Pmude. can hardly fail, while it will be useful to get the

Eﬁnt gettled. I am therefore directed to press on the Government of India
e proposal that action should be taken under Aect VII of 1908 against the

Pallichitra and to request that if they deem fit, early orders may be issued to
that effect.

No. 1771, dated the Sth December 1008.

From—H, C. Wooomsw, Esq., Addl. Deputy Secrefary to the Government of Tndia,
Home Depariment,
To—The Chief Becrefary to ths Government of Bengal.

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter no. 2443-P.D.,
dated the 6th November 1909, I am directed to state that the Government of
India sanction the institution of proceedings under the Newspapers (Inecite-
ments to Offences) Act, VII of 1908, against the Paellichilra newspaper.

2. I am fo request that, with His Honour's permission, the Government
of India may be informed of the date when application is made to the 8-
trate for confiscation of the press at which the paper is printed in order that
the Secretury of Btate may be informed.

No. 3921-F., dated the ¥¥nd December L1904,
From-F. W. Dexg, Eaq., LC.E, Chief Sacrofary to the Government of Bengal,
To—The Becretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

With reference to Mr. Woodman's letter no. 1771, dated the Bth instant,
ing the prosecution of the Pallichsira newspaper under the Hﬂwntg.pmﬂ
t An

(Incitementa to Offences) Act, VIL of 1908, I am directed to report

application for the confiscation of the press at which the newspaper is printed
was made t0 the Magistrate of Khulna on the 20th Decomber 1009.

Telegram No. 17, dated the 4th January 1910.

From—ITiz Excellaney the Vieeroy, Caleutts,
To—His Majesty’s Seeretary of Stata for India, London.
Proceedings under the Newspapers (Incitemenis to Offences) Aet have
been instituted in Bengal against Pollichitra newspaper and application for
confiscation of press was made to Magistrate, Khulna, on 20th December last.

No. 173, datad the £8th Jannary 1810,
From—H. C. Wooomsw, Raq, Addl, Depaty Secrstary to the Government of
India, Home Dupﬁﬁgmt, 2

To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal
I am direeted to refer to paragraph 2 of letter mo. 2243-P. D., dated
the 15th Oetober 1909, and to request that if proceedings have been instituted
against the Pallichitra newspaper under sections 124 A and 153 A of the
Indian Penal Code as well as under the Newspapers (Incitement to Offences)
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Act intimation may be given fo the Government of India in order that the
Becrotary of State may be informed.

No. 555.F,, dated the Srd Pebruary 1910, He 151.

From—F. W, Doxs, Esq., 1.C.8., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depariment.

In continuation of my letter no, 3021-P,, dated the 22nd December 1909,

ing the prosecution of the Pellickitrs nowspaper, I am directed to
report that on the 20th idem the District Magistrate of Khulna passed a
conditional order undér Act VII of 1008, confiscating the Pallichitra Press and
that on the 26th January 1910, he made this order absolute, An unauthen-
ticated eopy of the judgment is submitted,

- and an suthenticated copy will follow in

doe course,

2. With reference to Mr. Woodman's letter no. 178 (Political), dated the
28th Jannary 1910, I am to say that the date on which proceedings were
institutzd againgt the Pallichitira newspsper under sections 124 A and 163 A
of the Indian Penal Code, is being ascertained, and that as soon as it is known
it will be reported to the Government of India.

i No. 1187-,, dated the 2od March 1910, Ho. 152.

From—The H]ni’hta Mr. F. W. Duxg, L.C.5,, Chief Sseretary to the Government of
ngal,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

In continuation of my leiter no. 565-P., dated the 3rd February 1910,
regarding the prosecution of the Pallichifra newspaper, I am direcied to
submit an authenticated copy of the judgment of the Magistrate of Khulna
confirming his conditional order confiscating the press at which that newspaper
used to be printed.

2. The proprietor of the press, Barat Chandra Mitra, submitted a petition
for mercy. The Lientenant-Gzovernor, however, saw no reason to interfere,
and rejected the petition. No notification under section 7 of the Newspapers
(Incitements to ces) Act, 1908, has as yet been issued, as the proprietor,
on the 16th February 1910, appealed to the High Court, against the order of
the Magistrate. The appeal has heen admitted, and the result will be reported

in doe conrse.
8. With reference to the case under secHons 124 A and 163 A of the

Indian Yenal Code against the persons named in the in, I am to say that
proceedings under se sections were

B _'“fa'r..';'.f" Ghose ’ m instifuted on the 20th December 1909.
Abuni Mobsn Db o o Frinker. The editor submitted a petition for mercy,
but the Lieutenant-Governor rejected it. The author snd printer did not
sabmit any ions. On the 16th February 1010, the Magistrate of Khulna
sentenced the editor to two years' and the printer to two months’ rigorous
imprisonment on each charge, the sentences to run consecutively. A certified
copy of the judgment will follow.
4. The case against the author, Nogendra Nath Chandra, has been
ned sine die a8 he is an accused in the Nangla political dacoity case.
e Poblic Prosecutor, Ehulna, is however, being instrncted to procesd with
the case, but to avoid Lhe period of the trial of (ke Nangla case by the Higu

.l"'_-:f
£
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Court. As scon as the proceedings agzainst him in the present case are
concluded, the Government of India will be informed of the result,

ProcEEDINGS UNDER gECTION 3, Acr vir oF 1008.

In the matter of the eluims of (1) Sarat Chandra Mitra, and (2) Bidhu Bhusan Bose, ss
"ropristor and Editor, respectively, of the Pallichitra Press.

On the 20th December 1909 the Superintendent of Police, acting under the
written authority of the local Government, applied for and obtained from this
Court a conditional order of forfeiture of the Pallichitra Press, on the ground
that it had been used to print the jssue of Asar 1316 B. 8. (Jupe-July 1909) of
the monthly magazine called Pallickitra the mid issue containipg an incite-
ment to murder and acts of violence. The article isa poem purporting to be
by one Nagendra Nath Chaudra, entitled, ** Asho ma Pallirani " —Come, mother,
Queen of the yillage—certain portions of which are alleged to contain an incite-
ment to murder and acts of violence. A

In response to the order calling upon all concerned to show cause against
such conditional order, the ahove-menticned two persons have appeared and
have pul id'wrilten statementis. Barai Chandra Milra after appl{ij;lg for a
long postponement, which I did not feel called upon togrant, has in his written
atatamanﬁuf 16th January) raised the following grounds:—

1. There is nothing in the magazine caleulated fo incite to murder or
viclence.

2. That as proprietor he dissociates himself from anything written in the
magazine alleged to hiave been published from the press.

3. In the poem the writer has attempted fo compare village and city life,
and to prefer the former, and to restore it to its pristine purity.

4. The figures of speech used in the poem when closely interpreted will not
amount to an incitement to murder or viclence but are innocent metaphors
that are in ordinary use.

5. The Journal Pallichitra is not a nowspaper and the press cannot
therefore come within the purview of Acet VII of 1908.

The claimant Bidhn Bhusan Bose beyond putting in a written application
for a long postponement which I declined to grant though I ted one
adjournment, has not put in any further written statement, But both he and
the claimant Sarat ndra Mitra have throngh their pleaders Babus Indn
Bhusan Mazumdar, and Nagendra Nath Sen, called evidence and cross-
examined the witness T called, the Buperintendent of Police.

The Euint which the learned pleaders contend for is that the poem is not
proved to be an incitement to murder or to acts of violence.

The grounds 2 and 5 of Sarat Chandra Mitra's statement are not pressed
nor ean there be any doubt of the SBuperintendent of Police's evidence as to
the press having printed the magezine, nor, considering the definition of
“newspaper " in the Act,is there anything to show that the Pallichifra is
outside its scope, on the contrary, page 259 of the issue of Asar 1316 contfains
unequivoeal “ comments on public news.”

Consequently, the only point which concerns this Court under section 3,
clauses (5) and (6), of the Newspaper Act, is the question whether or not the
passages in the said poem are to be regarded as an incitement to murder or
acts of violenee.

The following is my outline of the poem taken as a whole. In the first
twelve lines the writer invokes the village Queen to come and encourage the



19

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 1910.

Aotion agalnat the press at which the Pallichilra was printad. [ Pro. No. 152

S

villagers, he or they being, he states, ever ready to sacrifice their Jives for her.
He further mentions the seat of gold (S8onar ashon} being lost through their
own carelessness, when the enemies attacked or persccuted the country.

In the 13th to 16th line the writer asks for the presence of the village
Queen as a resultof his invocation and speaks of a sudden awakening of the
Indian people as a result of her call (ckhon tomar madburabban ashiche Bharat
bhore). Then he mentions the depredotion committed by the demons (asur) who
are represented to have trampled cﬁ:»wn and destroyed the flowers of paradise
(Parijat). Then follows a reference to the Gods or heroes (Suragan) who are
deseribed as immortal 18 remaining like so many cowards seeing these things,
namely, presumably the depredation ecommitted and the beggerly appearance
and the condition of the village Queen, in great shame and humiliation. Then
the writer appears disgusted at secing that these immortal Gods have not been
roused to action yet and expresses a hope that for the sake of the mother the
Native land, these Gods may rise as well, with their own weapons, and with
their own strength, to destroy the demons, making oblations of blood to re-
establish the kingdom of heaven. (Janina Japani Shadesher tare, kakhon
Debota Dal, uthibe jolia kalanal somo nasite asur bol, anta saktipar korea
nirbhar apon audh dhore, 8wargarajya puno kerite sthapita, rudhir tarpon
kore.)

The rest of the poem is comparatively harmless, stating that the six enemies
(or evil propensities) having come into the poet’s heart like demons sit (waiting)
at the door of the temple of his heart in order to make (him) sink into sin.

The poet continues :—(I quote from a translation, and there no need to
discuss this portion).

(But) has he anything to fear who has a mother who grants emancipation
on placing whom in the heart, bondage beats a retreat so long, deceived by
enemies, who oppressed by ignorance, I was in s state of forgetfulness.

Thon, O mother, having come snd not having won my heart, you went
away neglected.

I1Tl'11'4:.~ug;]1 the influence of that sin, the smarting of this bondage burps in
my heart.

Perhaps it has been on seeing that, that thou hast called me to destroy
the spell of ignorsnece. z

Receiving o new life on hearing thy blessings in the shape of a call.
D“hlhawmme with my heart as a sacrifice to be offered up in the worship

BE.

I have bronght my heart to place thee wpon it.

Come to the seat of my heart, to the mixture of blood.

Come, O Mother, Queen of the Village.

_ The claimants in showing cause adduced s B.A. who is also 8 B.L. of the
Caleutta University to give his impression of the effect of the poem.

He has stated as follows :—

“The writer of this poem has shown the depraved state of his mind by
the preponderance of the “shora ripu” (see 33rd line, eiz, lust, anger, vanity,
etc,) over his conscience and better reason and hopes by the new light he wi

be saved from the cintches of those * ripus.’’ and (that) his mind will be
restored to its normal state. He deplores jalso that the vices of the town (as

opposed to villagers) are creating ravages in the village also.”
It is not necessary to traverse such statement as far as it goes,—it treats
of the portion of the poem I have referred to above as comparatively harmless
2326 H. D.—Poll.—144-164—0ck.

2
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—but in view of this witness having ignored the important passages of the
first portion and his unwillingness to give a translation of a clause consisting
of three simple words, his further etatement that there is nothing in the poemn
calculated to incite murder, is not worth much,

The meaning of the three words of the poem, * Rudhir tarpan kore
(offering oblations of blood), quoted above, presents no difficulty ; nor has
the witness ventured even to explain away such meaning, in fact he declined
to translate the words at all.

The claimants also expressed through their learned pleader their unwilling-
ness to examine the remaining eight witnesses whom T had summoned from
a distance at their request, and who were present in Court,

I now proceed to discuss the question keeping the above mentioned con-
tentions of the claimants in yiew, whether or no the passages in the poem are
an incitement to murder and acts of viclence.

There are cerfain words or pasages in the poem the meaning of which
may not be perfectly plain to any casual or chance reader till he copsiders
them along with the rest of the poem. The question fer instance arises what
or who is meant, or rather what the poet intend his readers to think meant,
by asur (demons) who in the poem nre described as having trampled and spoiled

1 the flowers of Paradise, and whom the poet hopes that ai a given time,
the Gods will rise to crush, making oblation of bicod. To clear this point,
though the word is, apparently, deliberately used with a veiled meaning we
must look at the context. The points insisted on through the first 32 lines
of the poem are :—

(g) The villagers are now willing to sacrifice their lives for their village
Goddess to win the golden seat from the enemies.
(b) That there lias recently been an awakening all over India.

(c: That ibe demons have trampled and spailed all the flowers of
Paradise.

(d) That the Gods seeing the pgeneral helpless state remained inactive
in shame and humiliation.

(e) That now a general feeling of rising pervades the villagers.

(#) Ahope asto when the Gods would, for the gake of their Mother
couniry, rise 1o crush the demons, making- oblations of hlood.

Now with such context it is clear that the isnot an ordinary aimless
one to the villsge Queen. The veiled meaning becomes clear.

There can be only one thing to which the context guides the reader to
think the word *“asur’ refers to. The * enemies ™ to win back their seat
of gold from whom, the villagers or the writer are said to be willing to saenfice
their lives, the “demons” who have trampled and spoiled all the flowers of
Paradise, the “ demons” whom the Gods are at a certain time to rise and crush,
making ohblations of blood, can, considering the context, be no other than the
British Power or Government in India, Any other meaning for the word
“asur " would make the context nnintelligible.

If any further argument were needed to interpret the meaning of *asur”
though I consider there is none needed, I may mention that the same word
“gsur’ has in previous recent poems for which either the author has been con-
victed under section 124 A, ImE:I Penal Code, for attempting to excite disaffec-
tion against the Government, or the printing press concerned has under similar
proceedings to this, been forfeited, been found by the Courts concerned to
similarly mean * the British Government in Todia™ or * the British in India.”



21

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, CCTOBER 1910.

Action sgainst the press at whioh the Polléchiéére was printed. [ FPro. Ho. 164

It follows that the ordinary reader would, with such previons knowledge
to upon, readily understand the allusion even thuugh a more casual
tmf':r would have to eonsider the eontext to grasp the meaning.

The meaning of the * Gods " in the poem, I need not discuss at length,
From the references to them given above, remaining like cowards seeing
the general inaction, ete., it is evident that there is some veiled meaning in the
name, To judge from the context the word seems fo mean the leaders who
are to crush the British Power but it is unnecessary to definitely find so. The
use of the words “ Bwadesher tare ™ in the hope that for the sake of their own
mother country the Gods will rise, is significant enough.

The poem was published so far as he gathered, about the middle of July
last, there had previously to its publication been o series of murderous attacks
upon English men and women in India, upon British officials especially. The
goem would be meaningless unless by the allusions to the slaughtering of the

emons (asur] the British race in India were meant. The object of the writer
evidently was to incite his Hindu fellow-country men to join together to
murder the British in India.

For the reasons indicated above I must find that the articleis an incite-
ment to murder and acts of violence. Consequently I make the conditional
order of forfeiture absolute, and all copies” of the newspaper containing such
matter, printed by the Pallichitra Press, as well as the ﬁnti_ng press itself
a3 defined by section 2(1) (c) of this Act, must be forfeited to His Majesty.

R. C. HAMILTON,
District Magistrale.
Khulna, 85¢h Jannary 1310,

No. 869, dated the 10th " Mareh 1910,

From —Sir Harovo Stomamr, KC.V.0,, C31., Becretary to the Government of
Iodia, Home Department,

To-—Sir Ricauoxn Rrrears, B.C.B., His Majesty's Uader Secretary of Sfate for

India.

In continuation of Hir Excellency the Viceroy's telegram dated the 4th
January 1910, I am directed to forward for the information of the
of State, a copy of the papers noted in the atiached list regarding the proceedings
instituted against the Pallichitra newspaper under the Newspapers {Incitements
to Uﬁenmag Act, VILof 1908, and against its editor and printer and a
contributor under sections 124 A and 153 A, Indian Pepal Code, in
respect of seditions matter which appeared in that newspaper.

Iiat of emclosurea.

1. Letter from the Government of Bengal, no. 2243-P.D., dated the 15th October 1909,
and enclosures.

2, Letter from the Government of Bengal, no. 1187-P,, dated the 2ad Mareh 1010,
and enclosnre,

|

Wo. 153.

No. 1502-F., dated the 15th Mareh 1510 No. 154.

From—The Hon'hle Mr. F. W. Doxe, L.C.S., Chref Secrefary to the Government
of Bengal,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Departmant.

With reference to paragraph 3 of my letter no. 1187-P., dated the 2nd
March 1910, I am directed to submit herewith a certified copy of the judgment
in the case against the editor and printer of the Pollickitra under seetion
153 A, Indian Penal Code, and fo say that an authenticated copy of the judg-

Sea wclo. to Pro. No. 166, ment in the case azainst them under
section 124 A, of the Code will follow,

e
"



No. 155,

23

FEOQOCEEDINGS OF THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 1v10.

Pro. No. 166 ] Action against the press at which the Pallichéira was printed.

No. 17T60-P., dated the 30th March 1510,

From—The Hon’ble Mr. . W. Duxe, 1.C.8, Chief Secretary to the Government
of Bengal,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

In continuation of my letier no. 1502-P., dated the 15th March 1910,
I am directed to submit herewith a certified copy of the judgment in the case
against the editor and printer of the Pallichifra under section 124 A of the
Indian Penal Code.

Ix TEE CourT oF THE Di1sTRIcT MAGISTRATE, KHULNA.
Emperor
PGS
Bidhu Bhuson Bose and Abani Mohan Deh,

Accused have been prosecuted under Government orders under sections
124 A and 153 A, Indian Penal Code. For the latter charge I am writing
a separate judgment.

The subject of section 124 A chargeis a poem entitled * Eso, Ma, Pallirani”
(come, mother, Queen of the village) which appeared in the Asar 13-16 issue of
a monthly magazine called Pallichitra.

Both accused deny that the m is, to put it shortly, seditious, while
accused Abani disclaim responsibility and denies that he is the printer.

I propose’first {o deal with the parts of the poem that are all to he
an attempt to excite dicaffection against the British Government established by
law in British India, to see whether such allecation is made out, and if I find
that it is, T propose secondly to deal with the liability (a) of the alleged editor,
Bidhu, and (4) of the alleged printer, Abani, for such poem.

The evidence in the case may be summarised shortly as follows :—

The Assistant Government translator es his translation of the poem
and states what meanings he attaches to different passages.

The police prove seizure of the press and the finding of certain docoments
and of acoused Bidhu on the i Other witnesses prove Abani's
connection with the magazine and pnglimﬁnn of the issme of 1316.

For the defence two witnesses give the meaning they attached to the poem.
Bome evidence is also given of Abani's Inck of interest in the magasine.

Accueed Bidhu has also filed the version or translation of the poem which
be contends is the proper interpretation of it,

The offending parts of the poem are, the tion contends, comprised in
the first 32 lines, and in the last but one line the prosecution poinis specially
to the words “Boyzi”’ (5th liwe), Ashur (18th and 28th lines), Ripu (9th line)
and the defence contest the prosecution’s contention that they refer to the
British Government in India, or to the British in India.

As it is, for the aceused, rather an important case, I pive at some length
all the points urged on their behalf by the defence before me.

The learned pleader for the defence points out that * Ashur' and “Ripu ™
were the three words the Assistant Government translator said had reference to
the British Governmen, but that no dictionary or authoritative book gives
them such meaning,

“Ripu" the learned pleader points out means ‘ passions’. He refers to the
mnrgmaf nofe in the Asaistant Government translator's own translation.

He refers to judge's dictum that it is the “‘readers,” i.e., ordinary readers of
the paper who are the best judges of whether a paper is seditious.

il

-






